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M.{Zyn Mamvro 
STONES OF OUR MOTHERLAND 

EARTH ENERG IES* ANCIENT STONES* SACRED SITES* PAGANISM* LEYPATHS 
CORNISH PRE-HISTORY & CULTURE* .\<IEGALITHIC MYSTERIES* LEGENDS & FOLKLORE 

Our campaign to improve disabled access to some of the ancient sites in Cornwall 
has produced some fruitful reactions. Several readers took up o,ur suggestion and wrote to 
various bodies, with the result that, at the Merry Maidens at least, we may be able to make 
some progress. A new Management Agreement with the tenant farmer is about lo be made 
there, and Historic Environment are now seeking to have an access gate put in as part of the 
Agreement. If this fails, CASPN have decided to launch a public appeal to raise the money 
to purchase and install a suitable gate. So watch this space, as MM won't let this one go! 
Lesser abled people deserve just as much access to these sites as the rest of us wherever it 
is possible and practical. Of course, there are always going to be some sites that can never 
be easily accessible. And for those that could be, it's never quite as simple as leaving an 
existing gate unlocked, as some have suggested for the Merry Maidens. An unlocked gate 
seems to be a green light to some people to drive right on to the field, and the farmer at the 
Merry Maidens bas had problems like this in the past. MM reader Raymond Cox tells us 
that one day he witnessed a car driver unlocking the gate and then driving his car over the 
field and up to the circle. The driver then got out and took a picture of the circle with the car 
in and his wife sitting inside! And it was also reported to us that a 'hippy' family one day 
drove their old battered van into the field, parked by the circle, and proceeded to settle 
down with food and drink and children jumping all over the stones for the next few hours! 

All this goes to show that CASPN's site wardens and the 'hot line' for reporting 
vandalism plays a vital role in helping to protect the sites. In addition, the appointment a 
few years ago of an Archaeological Warden for the National Trust in West Penwith was 
instrumental in helping to look after the sites on their land (which is quite extensive in the 
area), clearing paths and vegetation that was choking some of the sites, and providing 
infonnative guided walks to the sites. All this was admirably unde11aken by the post-bolder 
Paul Bonnington (who has written several excellent articles for MM on Chapel Carn Brea 
and barrows), who not only gave value-added work for his part-time post, but worked 
voluntarily for it on the other days. Now, with a National Trust regional re-organisation, the 
post has been abolished, and so much work and valuable proj ects that were being done will 
fall by the wayside. It appears that it is now a 'fait accompli ', but if you are a NT member 
and feel strongly that there should be an archaeological post or presence in West Penwith, 
you may wish to write to Nick Lawrence, the Assistant Director of Operations at the NT at 
the Regional Office at Lanhydrock, Bodmin PL20 4DE, to say what a retrograde move is 
this step. They say that they will bring in contractors where needed, but this is no answer at 
all in an area that needs and deserves an on-going archaeological officer. 

1 
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The concept of subtle energies also suggests a spiritual dimension to the ancient 
peoples and their feeling for the sacredness of the Earth. Typical means used by these 
culmres to be in constant touch with the other dimensions of the landscape included music 
(chanting) and marking certain places with stones, carvings and also rituals involving 
walking the places of pilgrimage. Alignments, or leys, could have been created as imprints 
into etheric fabrics of landscapes and stored with their memories linking sacred sites. 

The possibility of inorganic plasma Life forms as one or partial solution to these 
signs of intelligence has also been postulated. Evidence produced at the General Physics 
Institute at the Russian Academy of Science, Max-Planck Institute for Extraterrestrial 
Physics in Garching, Germany, and the University of Sydney, Australia, suggests that life 
can exist outside the standard carbon model. Under certain conditions non-organic sub­
stances, like microscopic dust, can combine to form complex mixtures that bear evidence 
of self-organisation which are autonomous, and they reproduce and evolve. They have been 
detected only in plasma which is the fourth state of matter, (after solid, liquid and gas). 
Interestingly plasma can be created at the point of a lightning strike. Lightning strikes upon 
humans have been both harmful and beneficial with people sometimes developing psychic 
sensitivities with visionary and meaningful experiences. Similarly this has also occurred at 
points of geopatbic stress from faults (as indicated above) and the build-up of piezo­
electrical charges in the amosphere. Such places become 'places of power' and have given 
rise to much folklore - and also strange missing time experiences. In the modern world 
artificial EM fields from transmitters etc.can also induce experiences and altered states of 
consciousness.They can also be harmful. Such 'alien energy' may be indicative of subtle 
forms of intelligence working througth the EM sphere and outside the normal constraints of 
space-time. They may also be representative of a link with the natural world and so with the 
past. So a unity of both old and new can be seen as an ever-present reality. 

SERPENTINE ENERGY LINE 
REVEALED IN PHOTOGRAPH 

An very curious photograph of what may 
be a serpentine energy line running to a stone at 
an ancient settlement has been revealed by 
dowser Bob Drabwell. Bob was one of the 
people present during the visit by West Cornwall 

Dowsers to Nanjulian Iron Age Courtyard House 1 -ililt•!:~IJlltB~~~;:~~~~~ 
settlement in West Penwith in March 2009 [see wi 

MM70 p.4]. He took some photographs while be was there, one of which was of a a stone 
setting near a Courtyard House that was some yards away from the main settlement. He did 
not observe anything unusual at the time, nor did the other people present, but when he 
downloaded his photograph later he was amazed to find a serpentine blue line running 
across the ground towards the stones. There did not seem to be any faults with his camera, 
and no other photographs showed up with any unusual marks or odd characteristics. We 
may have here a genuine photograph of an energy line running across the land. 

9 



MEYN MAMVRO | 71 | Winter-Spring 2010 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive 

 

MISSIN6 MENHIRS - CORNWALL'S LOST STONES 
3: Maen Pearne 

Maen Pearne Fann, near Constantine in 
mid-west Cornwall [SW735 312], formerly held 
the tallest standing stone in Cornwall, 20ft above 
ground and 4ft below. The fam1 still exists, but alas 
the stone is long gone. William Borlase wrote 
about the stone in Parochial Memoranda in 1752 
(reproduced by W.C.Borlase in Naenia Cornubiae 
1872): "About four years since (i.e 1748), in the 
garden adjoining to the house, stood a very tall 
stone, twenty feet above the ground, and four feet 
below; it was pyramidal in shape, and made above 
twenty stone posts for gates clove up by the fam1er, 
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who gave me the account". Borlase also refers to the Blind Fiddler standing stone in West 
Penwith as pyramidal in shape, which most people nowadays would describe as an upright 
vertical standing stone, so we may imagine that Maen Peame was a similar large and tall 
standing stone. CEMG visited the site in 2003 and examined the farm's gateposts, but 
couldn't work out how to fit them back together! 

Maen Peame may have been the tallest 
standing stone in Cornwall, and one of the tallest 
in Britain (the Rudston stone near Bridlington is 
the tallest at 25o/.ift) but it is a pygmy compared to 
some of the standing stones in Brittany. Both 
Dol-de-Bretagne (near Mont St.Michel) and 
Kerloas in Finistere are over 30ft high, making 
them the tallest standing stones in western 
Europe. Coincidentally, the meaning of the names 
of all 3 stones is the same: Maen Peame probably 
means "stone of sorrow'', Dol means the same, 
and Kerloas means "the place of sadness". 

Kerloas standing stone 

The location ofMaen Peame is also interesting. It lay less than a mile due west from 
the Eathorne menhir [SW746 l 3136], which has also had an unhappy history, but is now 
replaced in its original position [see centre pages]. The east-west alignment of these two 
standing stones, in close proximity to each other, may have marked the equinoxical sunrise 
and sunset for the Bronze Age people who erected them. There are also some other notable 
stones in the vicinity. Continuing up the lane from Maen Pearne farm one comes to the 
Maen Toll or Pol egg-shaped boulder and the site of the Tolmen stone. For more 
information on these sites see article on next page. 

JO 
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The centre-page feature that focusses on one 
particular site each time and looks at it in depth. 

As a follow-on from the feature on p.10 
this one looks at -

EA THORNE MENHIR 

The Eathome menhir stood quietly in a field near 
Constantine [at SW7461 3136) for thousands of years since 
the Bronze Age, little visited or remarked upon, not even 
listed on OS maps or even scheduled by English Heritage. It 
was pictured in Craig Weatherhill 's book Cornovia in 1985, 
and in MM8 in 1989 [photo right], both with a brief descrip­
tion. The photographs show a standing stone, some 7.9ft (2.4 
metres) with a slim, tapering top. The farm on which the 
menhir stood was then owned by Philip Clemoes, who, in an 
act of wanton vandalism, uprooted the standing stone in 1992 
and dumped it in a nearby hedge. In the process of doing this, 
the beautiful slim tapering top of tbe stone was broken. 

There was an immediate public outcry, with the Corn­
wall Archaeological Unit, English Heritage, the Ancient 
Monuments Comission, the Comish Earth Mysteries Group 
and Meyn Mamvro all requesting him to put it back. He 
refused to do so, and as a born-again Christian, he cited 
so-called concern that the stone might attract contemporary 
pagans to it. He was quoted as saying: "Pagans still carry out 
their practices and until I'm sure that it wouldn't be used for 
that purpose I won't put it back". In fact, there was absolutely 
no evidence that any pagans had been there, and even if they 
had they would be more likely to respect and revere the 
stone. It was widely believed at the time that Clemoes was 
encouraged by his evangelical church minister the Rev. 
Michael Caddick. The matter received wide publicity, both 
locally and nationally, and many MM readers wrote to Philip 
Clemoes complaining of his outrageous actions. 

Photo from the mid 1980s 

Stone dumped in the hedge 
in 1992 

Perhaps as a res.ult of this, he reluctantly agreed with the CAU to have the stone put 
back, but only next to the hedge and not in its original position. The stone took a whole 
afternoon to shift from the corner of the field where it had been dumped to its new position. 
Tractor and jeep were used to pull it along on wooden rollers, and it was eventually hauled 
into place by means of ropes [photo on next page]. Andy Norfolk of the CEMG commented 
that: "A mutilated stone has now been put back in the wrong place!". 

12 
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A 60DDESS OF TH£ ISLES OF SCillY, AND TH£ WEST COUNTR\' 
by Rory Te'Tigo 

In the Celtic World View, all places had their divine aspects and therefore had 
goddesses and gods attributed to them. The Druids, the most prominent of the Celtic 
Priests, did not believe in writing down anything concerning their faith. Instead they 
memorised all the ir teachings. As a result, most of what we know of Druidic and Celtic 
faith has come to us from Roman writers or much later Christian scribes. Due to this, many 
Celtic religious practices, many Celtic deities, and their places of worship, are forever lost 
to us. Therefore, all we can do to understand Celtic Religion and Celtic Goddesses and 
Gods is to carefully interpret archaeological evidence, research Roman and early Christian 
writings, and follow our heart and its empathic insight. 

In this article I will try to combine archaeological 
finds, and experimental archaeology with my own distant 
viewing of the Goddess Sillina. The Romans referred to 
the Isles of Scilly as "Sillina Insula" (singular). This 
means that during the Romano-Iron Age the Isles of Scilly 
were still one single island. Professor Charles Thomas 
wrote in his 1985 book, Exploration of a drowned Land­
scape very inspiringly about this. He claims that a storm 
surge divided this Island into the current island 
archipelago as late as the gth century C.E. (Current Era). 
He translates the name "Sillina lnsula", as Island of Sil­
lina, and states that the name Sillina is a Comish version 
of Sulis, the Celtic Goddess venerated at the Roman Town 
of Aqua Sulis, modern Bath, in Somerset. This Goddess 
was called Sulis/Minerva during the Roman Occupation. 
The Romans, throughout their Empire, included local 
deities into their pantheon by double naming them. 
Thereby the Celtic Sulis became Sulis!Minerva, meaning 
that Minerva was the Roman goddess that had the closest 
resemblance to the Celtic goddess Sulis. It is believed that 
due to the peculiarities of the Comish Language, the name 
Sulis became Sillis. This transformed to Sillina and that 
the Goddess Sillina gave her name first to the Island, and 
then the Archipelago of' the Isles of Scilly. We can assume 

Sill ina figurine, found on the 
island ofNor-Nour 

the nature of Sulis/Sillina by looking at the well documented properties of the Roman 
goddess Minerva. Minerva is concerned with healing and craftsmanship. She was seen as 
a sponsor of marriage and childbirth, handicraft, the professions, and the arts. Later she 
was seen as the goddess for dramatic poets, and actors, and in her aspect of goddess of war, 
she was the bestower of victory. 

14 
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One other well known goddess that was likened to Minerva was Athena/Minerva. 
One of Athenas more prominent attributes, her wisdom, was one of the characteristics of 
Sulis/Sillina. As archaeological finds from Bath suggests, Sulis was a healing goddess, 
particularly a goddess of healing waters. From the finds at the baths at Bath though, it 
appears that Sulis was not only concerned with healing. There was also a sacred fire that 
burned in her shrine, and offerings of coins and bronze jewellery were thrown into the pool 
of her sacred spring by worshipers. But Sulis also had a darker side. In her sacred spring 
were found a large quantity of folded pieces of lead sheeting, inscribed with curses. So, 
whilst the main attribute of Sulis was healing, she was also in charge of executing curses. 
Translating the name Sulis-Sillis-Sillina from Cornish into English, one can find another 
aspect of Sillina, as her name translates as:" she who watches, or she who is gazed upon." 

Distant viewing Sillina, I got the vision of a young woman sitting on a beach boulder 
with her legs and nether regions inside the mouth of a salmon. A prototype Mem1aid! It was 
the Celtic salmon of wisdom. Her Athena/Minerva aspect. She was definitely a deity 
concerned with healing, and well being - a Goddess who looked out for her worshippers, 
guiding their ships around the Island of Scilly and the West-Country coast. She was also a 
giver of good fortune and luck, but there was another side to her. In giving she sometimes 
also took, whilst occasionally, in taking, she gave. 

This is best illustrated in a story about the end of the habitation of the now deserted 
island of Samson in the Isles of Scilly. Neither Paul Ashbee nor Prof. Charles Thomas 
confirms this story so it is most possibly a fable, but it illustrates Sillina's 'giving in taking', 
and 'taking in giving' aspect very well. As the fable goes, the men living on the island of 
Samson salvaged a stricken sailing ship that, abandoned by its crew, had run aground on the 
shore of their island. They repaired her and set sail in her, with the aim of selling the ship 
in Plymouth. During this journey a stonn came up and the vessel was wrecked a second 
time. All her Samson crew were drowned. Subsequently, the Island of Samson, having lost 
nearly all its male inhabitants, had to be abandoned and its remaining population was 
resettled on St. Mary's and Tresco. So by giving the abandoned ship, Sillina took the lives 
of the men of Samson, and thereby Samson from its inhabitants. As 1 mentioned, this story 
is not confirmed by scholars of recent Scillonian history, but seen as a fable it shows the 
darker side of Sinina. 

Talking of the dark, as Sulis in Bath, Sillina on the Isle of Scilly, may well have had 
a sacred fire burning in her honour, only that this most possibly took the shape of a 
lighthouse style beacon. Professor Charles Thomas in his book Exploration of a Drowned 
Landscape states that his studies of place names in Sennen Cove on the mainland of 
Cornwall, and the area of Nomour on the Scillies, led him to think that there was another 
aspect to Sillina that may be regarded as SillinaNesta. Vesta was the Roman Goddess of 
the Hearth Fire, tended to by the Vestal Virgins. Was there a Sanctuary/Beacon Fire on the 
Island of Scilly that was tended by dedicated women, maybe the widows of drowned 
Scillonian fishermen and sailors? 

15 
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SANCR££D WELL - 'THE DREAM OF EARTH' 
by Cheryl Straffon 

An article in MM70 about Sancreed Welt's mistaken attribution as a 'Crone well' prompted 
me to investigate the recent history of this iconic site, since its supposed re-discovery in 
1879. 

According to all the 'histories' of 
Sancreed well (also known as Chapel 
Downs) it was re-discovered by the new 
Vicar of Sancreed, the Rev. Reginald 
Basset Rogers in 1879. But did the Rev­
erend Rogers really find it for the first 
time in living memory, or was it known 
about all along? The site was alluded to 
in a book published in 1824: The His­
tory of Cornwall: from the earliest 
records and traditions, to the present 
time in which the authors Hitchins & 
Drew make reference in the chapter on 'Chapels and Oratories over wells' to t:he ancient 
chapel on Chapel Downs, though they do not specifically mention the well. 

L~J 
: ,_! -........---~-' 

I'"*_.,_ 

The first detailed record of the site was made in 1864-5 by 
J.T.Blight, 15 years before Basset Rogers' re-discovery. Blight's 
plan [left} in Ancient chapels in the parish of Sancreed shows 
the nearby chapel, much as it is now, but with the well extending 
beneath it, which is obviously incorrect. However~ from his 
description of the site, it would appear that the structure of the 
well was overgrown, with the water flowing over the top step 
into a small enclosed space in front "and thence through a drain 
at its south angle". We can therefore assume that he never 
actually got to see the well chamber itself, and therefore imag­
ined that it went back towards and underneath th~ chapel much 
further than it in fact does so. 

This error was reinforced in 1872 by Joseph Polsue in his Lake's Complete 
Parochial History of Cornwall, in which he says: "The Chapel (on Chapel Downs), locally 
termed a 'well-chapel '· appears to have been an ancient baptistry. Internally it measures 14 
feet by 6Yi feet, and is partly built over a well". This would mean that by the time Basset 
Rogers went looking for it nearly a decade later, it was probably completely overgrown and 
obscured. Quiller Couch in 1894 (in Ancient and Holy Wells of Cornwall) remarked that: "It 
was found by the present vicar in 1879, covered with brambles, and has since then been 
carefully preserved by him". 

18 
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The well remained relatively undisturbed during the later 20th century, with the 
Rev. Lane-Davies in 1970 [Holy Wells of Cornwall] describing it in this way: "This spot 
always seems to me to possess a greater air of mystery and sanctity than any other in 
Cornwall". J.Meyrick [A Pilgrims Guide to the Holy Wells of Cornwall} visited it in 1979, 
and speculated about the dedication of the church to St.Credan, though the well itself does 
not appear to have any particular dedication. However, St.Credan is an interesting saint. He 
was supposed to have accidently killed his father and subsequently become a swineherd. 
There is a carving of him nursing a pig above the entrance porch to the Church. In Celtic 
mythology, pigs were totem animals of the Otherworld, and swineherds often have an 
initiatory significance, representing contact with the Otherworld. The association of a 
swineherd with Sancreed, with its deep well of the Underworld, may not be a coincidence. 

No traditions of healing at the site have been preserved, unlike St. Euny's Well, 
about a mile away. The site however was surveyed by Paul Devereux in the late 1980s for 
his book Places of Power, which took radiation readings at selected sites in Britain. The 
waters at the well gave the highest radiation counts obtained anywhere in Cornwall, 
registering nearly 200% overall above background. Devereux speculated the presence of 
such concentrated natural radiation might contribute to feelings of sleepiness and trance 
states experienced by people at such places. Of Sancreed Well he says: "The prime energy 
effect of the place is the sense of calm it engenders. Peace. Repose. I have actually seen 
every person in a group of 15 people enter a deep, languid state here, or fall completely 
asleep! It is a place to sleep; to have the Dream of Earth". 

By the mid 1990s however, there were 
several issues affecting the site. Increasing use of 
the well by pagans for ceremonies, together with a 
huge increase in the number of rags and ribbons 
('clouties') tied to the tree overlooking the well, 
led in 1996 to a drastic removal of the branches 
and the clouties from the tree. There were letters to 
The Cornishman from distressed local pagans, 
such as Barry & Kate Reilly, and a reply from 
William John Thomas, local church warden, who 
said that local people were fed up with the 
"goings-on" at the well. There was another burst 
of branch lopping and cloutie removal in 2001, but 
this time it was attributed to the work of local 
Born-Again Christians. However, by this time the 
Sacred Sites Protection _Network had been set up, 
and were organising clear-ups of ancient sites 
locally. Sancreed Well was included on this List, Well + clouties in the mid 1990s 

and since then every year (usually in January) a team of volunteers go to keep the 
vegetation cut back and remove the unsightly clouties. This seems to have resolved the 
dispute, and so far has been successful in helping to manage and preserve the site. 

20 
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Meanwhile back in the 1990s, the owners of the land over where the path to the well 
went, Mr & Mrs Hosking, were complaining vociferously about the number of people 
(especially guided parties) going along the path next to their house. They would often 
confront these people, leading to a bad atmosphere in the area. The matter was compli­
cated, because only part of the path to the well was a definitive footpath, and somehow a 
'missing stretch' from the first stile to the well had been excluded. The matter was finally 
resolved, partly by the Hoskins' inaugurating a permissive path to the well from opposite 
Sancreed Beacon, and partly by the Ramblers Association, who applied for a Modification 
Order to the Definitive Map, and got the missing section reinstated. In 2007 the matter 
resurfaced briefly, when the new 
owners of the property next to the 
path, who continued to object to 
people and dogs passing close to 
their property, built a large con­
crete fence out on to the path. This 
was brought to the attention of 
Penwith District Council and 
Cornwall County Council, who 
immediately stopped the work, 
and ensured that the fence was 
scaled back and the path remained 
open and free. 

layb)· at Sancn-ed Beacon 
rom~~~~~~~=ro7ad::;--,~~ 
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The water level in the well had also been dropping down year upon year, and by 
the end of the decade was at a critically low level, with the bottom of the well now clearly 
visible for the first time. There was a suggestion that this was because land owners locally 
had been taking more water from the underground water table by means of bore holes and 
private wells, but this was never proved. Although the water level has recovered somewhat, 
it remains at a much lower level than previously, and is still a cause for some concern. But 
all in all, the site now seems in better shape and condition than it has been for many a year. 
The establishment of a granite stone by CASPN at the beginning of the church path to the 
well, stating that the site is under its care 
and protection, and giving phone numbers 
for reporting damage, together with the 
annual FOCAS Clear-ups at the well 
itself, seem to have done the trick in 
removing conflict and disharmony at the 
Well. At the end of the first decade of the 
21 st century, the Well is still a place of 
pilgrimage and peace, and continues to 
enchant the many visitors who come to 
enjoy its special atmosphere, 130 years 
after it was uncovered and revealed once 
again to the world. 
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by Eve Benney 

Continuing this year's fortunate fine weather for rituals, we met to celebrate the 
Autumn Equinox on Chapel Cam Brea in fine autumn sunshine. We began by welcoming 
the Light of Summer, and a simple cleansing ceremony where we blessed each other in tum 
around the circle, giving and receiving cleansing in equal measure, reflecting the theme of 
balance at the time of equinox. We spent some time in meditation in this ancient sacred 
place, connecting with the spirits of the land and the ancestors. We looked out over a land 
sinking into her winter sleep, with new life safely bidden in seed and nut and berry. We 
reflected on the meaning of this within our own lives: the work done and finished, the seeds 
of next year's harvest to be nurtured through the darkness. We returned to our circle to give 
and receive blessings, throwing black and white wool to each other, to weave a web of 
wishes. Holding fast to our web, we turned the Wheel of the Year to a simple chant. To 
close our ritual, we bade farewell to the Light of Summer on our altar and welcomed our 
Guide into the Dark of the year, the Lord of Shadows. 

At Samhain we met in Sancreed House for possibly our final ritual there. The altar 
was set with skulls and black and scarlet candles. On the brink of the first of winter's stonns 
sweeping in, we were blessed with a calm mild evening. We began by naming our beloved 
dead, as we placed a small memento on the altar. During a short meditation to music, all the 
candles in the room save one were extinguished, and in the gathering darkness the Guide of 
Souls came to lead on a journey into the Otherworld, going first to the Gatekeeper to be 
anointed with a symbol of protection. We journeyed in silence through the dark, and then 
gathered together round the fire pit, welcoming beside us those of our beloved dead who 
wished to join us. After a time of fire-scrying, we cast wishbones - symbols of our earthly 
gifts to the ancestors, into the flames. We thanked the ancestors and the spirits of the 
Otherworld for their messages and signs to us with an offering of bread and wine. The 
Guide then led us back towards the world of light, each of us first going to meet the 
Cailleach, the Dark Mother, to receive from her a gift to take back with us. Once returned 
to the world of light, we celebrated with a libation of cherry liqueurs and _mead, before 
welcoming in the New Year in our traditional way, with sparklers, writing our wishes and 
the names of our honoured dead in bright fire. 

Penwith Pagan Moot celebrated its l 5th birthday in November, with cake & candles 
and party food and some rather splendid silly hats. After a game but rather confused 
rendition of Happy Birthday to ourselves, one of the astrologers among us who had 
prepared the chart of the Moot talked us through it - very appropriate, with emphasis on 
creativity and healing and nurturing aspects. After our birthday Moot, we continue to meet 
as usual, on the second Tuesday of each month, at the Stellar Maris Centre behind the 
Healing Star in Penzance, for news, what's on and a different discussion topic each month. 
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BOOK RK\fIEWS 
lthell Colquhoun by Eric Ratcliffe 
[Mandrake of Oxford, 2007 -£19.99] 

The subtitle of this book: is "Pioneer Surrealist, Artist, 
Occultist, Writer and Poet", and this multifaceted description 
captures the essence of who and what lthell Colquhoun was about. 
Her connection to Cornwall is through the book The Living Stones, 
published in 1957, which was an early contribution to discovering 
the power of the Comish landscape, prehistory, traditions and folk­
lore. Even today, it continues to inspire people with its love for the ancient Comish land. 

Ithell Colquboun was born in 1906 and the early part of this book tells of her early 
life, her entry into the world of surrealist painters, and her interest in occultism, particulary 
The Order of the Golden Dawn. However it is with her arrival at the end of the 1940s at 
Vou Cave Studio in the Lamoma valley that the story really takes off for her long lasting 
love affair with Cornwall. Ratcliffe says that she was a natural 'sensitive' who had "an 
acute sense of life force, psychic power or ancient meaning or message stored in some 
granite masses, in old stone crosses, stone circles, menhirs, dolmens, etc". She continued to 
live and work in and around Lamoma until her death at Menwinnion in 1988. Jo 
O'Cleirigh, who was called to live in Lamoma by Ithell's book and who became friends 
with her in the early 1980s, visited her a couple of weeks before she died, and wrote a 
tribute to her in an early issue of Meyn Mamvro (no.6). Eric Ratcliffe mentions this, saying 
that it tells of "Ithell 's animistic feel for the natural world, especially for stones, wells, 
trees, wild plants and the sea - her interest in Celtic traditions'', and in a footnote he says 
that Meyn Mamvro continues to be published, and "reflects Ithell's passions for ancient 
Cornwall". To be thought of as carrying on the pioneering work of lthell from half a 
century ago is praise indeed. Ratcliffe's biography made me want to go back and re-read 
The Living Stones, and no better thing could be said of a book such such as this. 

The Cornish Traditional Year by Simon Reed 
[Troy Books, 2009 - £9.99] 

Books about seasonal festivals in Cornwall come out with 
some regularity: MM rnviewed one in 1987, Oakmagic have produced 
many such booklets over the years, and there have been various 
articles in MM itself. By now, everything that could be said about the 
subject has probably been said, but this new book does have some 
original touches which make it worth while. For one thing, Simon 
Reed has been closely involved with the revival of some of these s;... <R,IJ 
customs, such as Golowan, Montol & the May Homs in Penzance, so 
he is able to bring the story up to date. He is also looks at the whole gamut of Comish 
festivals (such as Nicky Nan Night & Picrous Night) which do not always fit neatly into a 
'Wheel of the Year'. And it is also a good book for source material, as he quotes liberally 
from old documents and books and MSs, bringing the material together in one place. A 
useful book for those who know little about the origins of the festivals, but with enough 
fresh perspectives to interest those who are familiar with the subject as well. 
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NOTICEBOARD ISSN: 0966-5897 

Regular site visits throughout the year. 
To receive details e-mail: 
westcornwalldowsers@yahoo.co. uk 
Tel: 01326-281139 

TAMAR DOWSERS 
Site visits in Summer & talks in Winter 
Web site: www.tamar-dowsers.co.uk 
Tel: 01566-774902 

CELTIC DOWSERS 
Regular site visits in Spring & Summer 
E-mail: larryjen@hotmail.co.uk 
Tel: 01209-212864 . 

Helston Society for the Antiquarian 
& Arcane - Fortnightly talks 
(Mondays 7.30pm) at 17 Wendron St, 
Helston Details: 01326-572589 

ANCIENT SITES CLEAR-UPS 
West Penwitb 
Sun Jan l 7th - Sancreed well 
Sun Feb 14th - Madron well 
Sun Mar l 4th - Portheras Common 
barrow/cist 
Sun Apr l 8th - Treen Courtyard 
Houses & barrows 
All at 2pm. For further details -
Dave Munday O 1736-787230 E-mail: 
dave@cornishancientsites.com 
The Lizard 
Sat Jan 16th - Three Brothers of 
Grugwith.monument 
Mon Feb 15th - Kynance Gate 
settlement 
Mon Mar I 5th - Polcoverack 
settlement (to be con.firmed) 
Mon Apr 12th - Carminoe Mill 
All at 12.00. For further details -
Cheryl Straffon 01736-787186 E-mail: 
info@cornishancientsites.com 
www.cornishancientsites.com 

PF DEVON & CORNWALL 
SPRING CONFERENCE 

Sat Mar 6th at Penstowe Manor. 
Kilkampton~ Bude 
Details: PO Box 314, Exeter, Devon 
EX4 6YR or web site: www,pag'an 
federationdevonand corinwalLco.uk 

' ~llJUlLJJ~~ 
1~ FENTON BEBIBELL WELL 

Annual Good Friday clear-up & 
baptism of dolls. Fri Apr 2nd 
MeetMen-an-Tol laybyat llam. 
All welcome (bring doll if wished) 
~IA. W ~V...'\'Wl~!f·.at 

PAGAN MOOTS 
Penzance • 2nd Tues each month 
7. l 5pm Stella Maris Healing Centre 
Sarah 01736-787872 or Eve 793905 
Redruth/Truro/Faln;1o'U'.th- 3rd 
Mon 7.30pm Tel: Ann 01872-

1863970 
Bodmin - lst Weds Tel: Wendy 
01208-832977 

VK/"IJl#W -...JH #'.~IM~:I 
BELTANE CELEBRATIONS 

Fri Apr 30th - 22nd A.tinu_al MaypQle 
Dance & feast at Carn Bosavem, 
St.Just 6.30pm Details: 01736 .. 787186 
Sat May lst - Obby Oss Day rat 
Padstow. Details~ 01'841-533449 
Sun May 2nd- 22nd Three Wells 
Walk Meet S~creed Church 10.15am 
Details: 01736-787186 
Sun May 2nd - Penzance~s Mayhoms 
Festival (revived tradition). Web site: 
www.penzancemqyhorns.co.uk 
Sat May 8th - Helston Flora Day + 
Hal-an-Tow. Web site: 
www.helstonfloraday.org. uk 
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